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Development of a Therapy Robot that Changes the Softness of its Body Surface
According to User’s Touch
OMotoki YASUDA (Graduate School of Systems and Information Engineering, University of Tsukuba),
and Fumihide TANAKA (Faculty of Engineering, Information and Systems, University of Tsukuba)

Abstract: Previous studies tried to investigate what elements enhanced the therapy effect of robots. However, whether the
therapy effect is improved by changing the viscoelasticity on the body surface of the robot according to the user’s touch has
not been investigated. This research aims to develop a therapy robot that changes the softness of the body surface when being

touched.
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